Focus Question #___

Name


Why does Wainwright include the comments by the police officer and his witness in his account of the murder?

1. Introduce the topic in one sentence (sentence 1).

2. Write several sentences providing details to support your point (sentences 2-4).

3. Conclude your answer by stating your opinion in one sentence (sentence 5).
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Describe Reverend Parris and his motives and motivations in Act One. 

Answer Plan
1-Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)
2 -Write several sentences summarizing what we have learned about Reverend Parris. (Sentence 2 & 3)
3-Compose several sentences explaining what motivates Parris. (Sentence 4 & 5)
4-Conclude by giving your opinion of Reverend Parris  (Sentence 6)
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What have we learned about Abigail Williams? 

Answer Plan
1. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)
2. Write several sentences summarizing what we have learned about Abigail Williams. (Sentence 2, 3 & 4)

3. Conclude by giving your opinion of Abigail Williams (Sentence 5)
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Explain John Proctor’s vision of himself. 

Answer Plan
1. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)
2. Write several sentences summarizing what we have learned about John Proctor. (Sentences 2 & 3)
3. Compose several sentences explaining what beliefs he has and what has shaped those beliefs.  (Sentences 4 & 5)
4. Conclude with a personal observation about how self-image affects one’s life. (Sentence 6)
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Describe Reverend John Hale’s background, beliefs, and purpose. 

Answer Plan
1. Introduce the answer by restating the question.(Sentence 1)

2. Write several sentences summarizing what we have learned about Reverend Hale.  (Sentence 2 & 3)

3. Compose several sentences explaining what Hale believes is his purpose.  (Sentence 4 & 5)

4. Conclude by giving your opinion of John Hale. (Sentence 6)
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Why did Tituba, Abigail, and Betty confess? 
Answer Plan:
1. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)
2. Compose several sentences summarizing what we have learned about Tituba. (Sentences 2 & 3)
3. Compose several sentences explaining what leads up to the confessions. (Sentences 4 & 5)
4. Compose several sentences explaining why Titbua confessed.  (Sentences 6 & 7)
5. Compose several sentences explaining why Abigail and Betty confessed.  (sentences 8 & 9)
6. Conclude by predicting how these confessions will affect the next act. (Sentence 10)
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Is Elizabeth right to continue to mistrust John even though his affair with Abigail has been over for seven months?  Or is John right in believing that by now Elizabeth should have forgiven and forgotten his affair with Abigail and come to trust him again?  Choose to support either Elizabeth’s or John’s viewpoint in your answer. 
Answer Plan
1. Choose which character’s viewpoint you will support and introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)

2. Write several sentences in support of your answer. (Sentences 2,3,4)

3. Conclude with a sentence or two describing what either Elizabeth or John could do to heal their marriage. (Sentences 5 & 6)
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Why is John Proctor hesitant to expose Abigail’s lies?

Answer Plan

1. Introduce the answer by restating and beginning to answer the question. (Sentence 1)

2. Write several reasons why Proctor is hesitant to testify in court. (Sentences 2-4)

3. Conclude with a sentence or two predicting whether or not you think Proctor’s testimony would be believed. (Sentence 5)
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Why does Francis Nurse fear he has brought trouble to the 91 people who signed their names to the document presented in court?

Answer Plan

1. Introduce the answer by restating the question.(Sentence 1)

2. Based on previous events of the play, write several sentences that predict possible consequences that may come to these people. (Sentences 2, 3, & 4)

3. Conclude with a personal observation of the way that witnesses have been handled so far in the play. (Sentence 5)
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Discuss Mary’s inability to faint on demand for the members of the court.

Answer Plan

1. Introduce your answer by predicting why you think Mary could not faint. (Sentence 1)
2. Write a number of sentences to support your prediction. (sentences 2, 3, & 4)
Conclude by predicting the possible consequences of her inability to prove she was simply pretending. (Sentence 5)
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Why did John Proctor disclose his affair with Abigail?

Answer Plan

1. Restate the question. (Sentence 1)
2. Write a number of sentences that detail what John hoped to achieve by disclosing the affair. (Sentences 2-4)
3. Conclude by giving your opinion of his decision. (Sentence 5)
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Hawthorne indicates that Parris is overreacting to the scheduled hanging of Rebecca and Proctor because “at every execution [he has] seen naught but high satisfaction in the town.”  What would happen to a townsperson who protested the hangings or appeared dissatisfied in any way with the court’s proceedings and decisions? 

Answer Plan

1. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)

2. Write several sentences in which you provide examples of the result of challenging the authorities. As often as possible, use the text to support your claim. (Sentences 2-4)

3. Conclude by predicting what you think will happen. (Sentence 5)
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Both Parris and Hale ask Danforth to postpone the executions, but their reasons for wanting a postponement are vastly different. What motivates each one? 

Answer Plan

1.
Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence 1)

2.
Write several sentences in which you assert Parris’s reasons for wishing the executions postponed. (Sentences 2-3)

3.
Write a sentence or two where you reveal Hale’s motivation. (Sentences 4 & 5)

4.
Conclude with a prediction about whether Danforth will oblige either one. (Sentence 6)
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Is The Crucible still relevant?

Answer Plan

1.
Introduce the answer by restating the Question. (Sentence 1)
2.
Write several sentences giving details prove the play’s relevance to today. (Sentence 2-4)
3.
Conclude by comparing the events in the play to a twentieth, or twenty-first century crucible. (Sentences 5 & 6) )
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