FOCUS QUESTIONS

OF MICE & MEN

ELA 10/SLHS

Name

FQ #1
What kind of relationship do Max or Kevin have? Do they both benefit from it? What makes you say that?
A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. Make a concluding statement about the relationship of Max and Kevin. (Sentence Block 5) 
	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #2
How is the relationship between Kevin and Max developing? Is it mutually beneficially? What makes you say that?
A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. Make a predicting  statement about the relationship of Max and Kevin. (Sentence Block 5) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #3

What is your assessment of Max & Kevin’s relationship?  What makes you say that?
A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. State your opinion about the relationship of Max and Kevin. (Sentence Block 5) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #4
What is George and Lennie’s dream? Explain in detail what it is with citations.
(Citing means quoting or paraphrasing and then including the page number from the book where you found it. This is a skill you have to master in the 10th grade!)
A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Describe the dream using specific details from the book. (Sentence Blocks 2-5)

C. State your opinion about whether or not you think this is a realistic dream considering the time period and their circumstances. (Sentence Block 6) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6


	


FQ #5
Why is George worrying about having trouble with Curley? Cite examples to support your reasons.
(Citing means quoting or paraphrasing and then including the page number from the book where you found it. This is a skill you have to master in the 10th grade!)
A. Restate the question to introduce the answer. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Provide plausible reasons for George’s fears. (Sentence Blocks 3-4)

C. Predict what will happen. (Sentence Block 5)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #6

The author details events and exchanges between characters that seem to foreshadow what will happen later in the novel.  What are these events and 
exchanges? Be sure to summarize and cite specific examples in this section.
(Citing means quoting or paraphrasing and then including the page number from the book where you found it. This is a skill you have to master in the 10th grade!)
A. In one sentence, introduce the question’s topic. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Detail the events that may foreshadow what will happen later in the novel. (Sentence Blocks 3-4)

C. Conclude by commenting on the author’s craft in foreshadowing. (Sentence Block 5)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #7
What is Crooks’ attitude toward life? What makes you say that?
Create an answer plan on your own.  What would your three steps be?  Use previous focus question examples to help you. Then use the answer plan you created to answer the focus question.

A. 
B. 
C. 
	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #8
Why must George kill Lennie in order to save him? What makes you say that?
(Citing means quoting or paraphrasing and then including the page number from the book where you found it. This is a skill you have to master in the 10th grade!)

A Restate the question to introduce the answer. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Provide plausible reasons for George’s actions. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. Conclude with a summary. (Sentence Blocks 5-6)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6


	


FQ #9
What kind of relationship do Morrie and Mitch have? What makes you say that?

A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. State your opinion about the relationship of Morrie and Mitch . (Sentence Block 5) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #10

Have things changed in the relationship between Morrie and Mitch? Is it a mutually beneficial relationship? What makes you say that?

A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. Predict how the relationship between Morrie and Mitch will evolve . (Sentence Block 5) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #11
What is your final assessment of Morrie and Mitch’s relationship? What makes you say that?

A. Introduce the answer by restating the question. (Sentence Block 1)

B. Explain your reasons for your answer. (Sentence Blocks 2-4)

C. State your final opinion about the lesson to be learned from the relationship of Morrie and Mitch . (Sentence Block 5) 

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


FQ #12
Infer what Morrie is trying to say about relationships when he quotes these lines from W. H. Auden’s poem, “September 1, 1930.”
Create an answer plan on your own.  What would your three steps be?  Use previous focus question examples to help you. Then use the answer plan you created to answer the focus question.

A.

B.

C. 
	1
	

	2
	 

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


For Teacher Use Only:
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Each category is scored on a rubric scale of 1-3 whereas 1=Attempting, 2=Developing, 3=Proficient

